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William J. Kraus, 1934 graduate
Kraus & Kraus
Interview with Oliver Schroeder, December 12, 1988
transcription by Kerstin Ekfelt Trawick
We are located in the office of William J. Kraus, a distinguished
lawyer and graduate of Case Western Reserve Law School.
The date is
December 12, 1988, and we're here to make an interview of oral
history, reminiscing his activities at the law school and since.
Fire when ready, Gridley.
All right.
Bill, how did you come to go to law school?
decide to become a lawyer?

How did you

Well, I knew I was going to be a lawyer from . the time I was four years
old.
My father used to talk about it, and I · remember walking down the
street--we lived in the city of Cleveland, and I lived right across
the street from Giddings School--and my father said to me when I
walked down and before I even went to kindergarten, which I did, that
he said, "You're going to be a lawyer." And I said, "Yes, I will be a
lawyer." So there never was any doubt about what I was going to do.
And so I got through Glenville High School in the January 1929 class,
and I enrolled at Adelbert College.
They had the combination course:
the last year of arts became your first year of law school.
So I went
to summer school in '29.
I was in the first mid-year class at
Adelbert College, which started in February 1929.
So by the time fall
rolled around, I was a sophomore.
I had completed my first year with
summer school and what-have-you.
And by the time '31 rolled around, I
went into the law school.
At that time Walter Dunmore was the dean of the school.
He was a
great man, a wonderful ma~.
He was interested in his students, and he
taught you in short, meaningful sentences the significant aspects of
the law.
For example, I will never forget his short, pithy sentence
on what is significant in law--certainty in the law.
He was a little
man.
He stood maybe five feet tall, if he was that.
He must have
weighed about 95 pounds; he was a very slim man.
And he used to
emphasize the points that he made by taking his right fist and putting
it into the palm of his left hand, and he would stand in front of you
and he would do that.
In connection with this matter, he'd say,
"Certainty in the law!
I dc,n' t care what the law is.
Al 1 I want tc,
know is: what is it.
What is the law? Certainty ''in the law--that's
al 1 that counts." Wel 1, I never forgot that statement.
[As Kraus
quotes Dunmore, you hear the emphatic smacks.]
And what I of course am disappointed in today is that there is no
certainty in the law.
It's whim or caprice, whatever a judge happens
to want to call it, and in certain states of these United States as
you know there's all kinds of wild, irresponsible theories get
grounded [propounded?] and then they sweep the country.
It starts in
California and then goes from west to east, and there's no more
certainty in the law.
So if a client comes in and wants to know what
1

the law is, yc,u have to tel 1 him that this is what it ;;eems to be but
there's no guarantee when you get into a courtroom that that's how it
will turn out, or that the court will in any way pay any attention to
precedents that have been established.
So trying a lawsuit is a real
hazard today, because you can't rely on the law to remain as you
researched it or as you thought you found it to be or as you reasoned
it c,ut.
But that's the kind of
school, was capable of
short little sentences
the entire time that I

thing that Walter Dunmore, the dean of the law
doing.
He was great.
All his principles in
come back to you, and have guided me through
have been a lawyer.

How about some of the other teachers you had?

Do you recall them?

Oh yes, I recall of course Throckmorton, who taught torts and who was
blind.
He was a real character.
He knew the history of every single
family of prominence going back to Civil War times, and he would
regale us with stories of the intimate relationships that existed
amonq the people who were prominent in those times, includinq the
family secrets and the scandals and what have you.
But he was a very
capable teacher, and of course he also was a scholar.
He wrote texts.
And then there was Fletcher Andrews, for whom I had a great deal of
love and affection.
He was a very kind man, and he helped me
immeasurably.
During my second year he sent me to the Legal Aid
Society where I did a year with the firm of Clark & Costello.
They
had two sides to their office.
One was the Legal Aid side (they
administered that program), and then they had a private law firm-Clark & Costello.
I got a great deal of benefit out of that.
Fletch was really interested in the students.
He made them feel his
warmth and his interest, betause he tried to get me a job when I got
out of law school.
Unfortunately he was not aware of the
practicalities of life.
He was kind c,f an academic dreamer, in a way,
and he didn't understand that there were prejudices and all kinds of
things that happened.
But of course that interview that I had, at a
firm that I won't even mention, was the best thing that ever happened
to me, because when I walked out of there I said tc, myself, "Willie
boy, you're either going to make it on your own--don't rely on
anyone--or else you're going to perish." And I don't like the sound
of that word.
I then knew that I had t,::i do it al,:,ne.
I started out, and it was in the depths of the Depression.
I got out
in 1934.
And of course things weren't very good.' And if anyone could
make $75 a week at that time he could own a car and have a place to
live, and everything would be great.
It was very difficult to achieve
$75 or $80 a week, you know, in earnings and income.
Lawyers had a
hard time of it in those days.
But I was very lucky, and I did what I
had to do.
You had to keep working.
You started out by evictions and
collections and all the rest of it.
You didn't really have much
opportunity, as young lawyers have today, to sharpen your skills,
because the matters of substance did not exist.
So that was it.
And the next thing you know-- CI was single) . When I got out of law
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school I was 21.
So I was young, and I lived at home, and I could
survive all the vicissitudes.
And the next thing you know, we got
into the war situation and I served five years in the army.
I started
out in '41, so I had seven years of law practice.
By the time I got
back in '46 I had to start all over again, and I had to recapture my
skills.
Then I got married, then I started to have children.
I kept
on working, and I've been working ever since.
And I was fortunate.
Jhen I g,:,t int,:, matters where I could sharpen my skills and I c,:,1.tld
develop some talents.
You know, I've always felt this way about the practice of law.
The
law is a jealous mistress.
And you need to serve a long
apprenticeship in the practice of law.
As far as I'm concerned, for
the first ten years of your practice you're a nothing.
I don't mean
that you're not a human being and all the rest of it, but as a lawyer
you're really a nothing.
And for th~ second _~en years, if you're
exposed to enough matters that sharpen your skills, at the end of the
twentieth year you're a something with a potential.
And if, between
the twentieth and the thirtieth year, you develop as a human being and
you develop all the humility and the sophistication, and if you are
aware of the humanities in life and they make an impact on you, then
at the end of the thirtieth year you can count yourself a lawyer.
That's how long I believe it takes.
Without being a human being you
can't be a great lawyer.
I don't care about the man who's technically
perfect in the practice of law, and who knows all the law; unless he
knows human beings and humanities and is attuned to people, he's not
going to be much of a lawyer as far as I'm concerned.
And that's what
distinguishes, as far as I'm concerned, a lawyer from a good, capable,
great lawyer.
It's those people that know how to communicate it on a
human level.
Some of your classmates--do you recollect them?

People of interest?

Well, ours was a rather dlfferent and unique class.
We were a little
bit, sort c,f, left of cent er, and we were a 1 i tt le radical in a way.
I don't mean politically, but we didn't do the accepted thing.
There
were activities that were engaged in which were not exactly
c,:,nd •.t c i ve- 0

But they were all great human beings, and we did keep close touch.
Between Eugene Schwartz, myself, Bernie Friedman (who's now deceased),
and George Brown and a few of the others whose names don't come to me
right now, we kept the spirit of the class going.
•
We had a 25th anniversary, and then I helped throw the parties
successively through the 50th anniversary, which we had.
Those
between--the 35th, the 40th, the 45th--were great parties.
We had
everybody come in.
We had great attendance.
We had a program, we had
a dinner.
We took care of the ladies separately.
And we enjoyed each
other.
But of course now things have changed, and while I was the
baby of the class, those that were more or less older than I are now
beginning to hit into their eighties, and you don't get as much
opportunity.
Although hopefully, next year is the 55th.
I'll try and
put a party together.
I told Gene Schwartz that right after the first
of the year he and I would have a meeting and · we'd try and organize it
3

and set it up.
fun.

And that's what we're going to do.

So we had a lot of

I've got to tell a funny story.
We had in our class a man named David
Macey.
(Dave Macey is gone.) He was extremely academic and not
practical.
He smoked cigars, and he used to have cigars in his jacket
in the top pocket.
We always used to have a lot of fun with him.
Somebody would get him in conversation in front of him, and then
somebody would sneak around behind him and extract the cigars.
He'd
wonder what happened to the cigars, but he never was quite sure.
Finfrock had a way, in a terse fashion, he would write a note and
leave it on the board, asking you to see him or directing you to do
something, and he had a marvelous sense of humor.
We thought we'd
have a little fun with Dave, and we put on the bc,ard, "Macey, see me
immediately.
Fin." Because that's the way Finfrock used to sign
himself.
And Fin's office was in th- old libr~~Y in the old building,
at the top of some circular stairs, with a little landing in front.
He had a very small room, and he was always writing there.
We watched
Macey leave the board, go up to the library, and walk up the circular
stairs.
He stood on the landing looking at Finfrock.
Fin was
writing, and we could see him.
He looked up, saw Dave Macey standing
there, kept on writing, looked up, saw him, and finally Macey said,
"Yc,u asked tc, see me." Fin let a little time g,:, by, and then he
lc,oked at him and he said, "Ah, spr i nq is here!
The hc,rsepl ay has
begun!" and kept c,n writing.
Kept on writing!
And it was absolutely
great.
Macey stood there for another five minutes, didn't understand
what Fin had said, and then, not getting any response from him, he
walked dc,wn shaking his head, and we were roaring with laughter.
"Ah,
spring is here!
The horseplay has begun!"
Finfrock was really funny.
He was a funny man.
But we had some
excellent other professors.
The man who left us and became the dean
of the Washington Law School--Townsend.
He was an extremely capable
lawyer, and an extremely ~apable professor.
I liked him very much.
I
enjoyed him.
And we had A. V. Cannon teaching us bankruptcy, a lawyer
from downtown; he was an extremely capable man.
The lawyer who taught
us corporations law was also a practicing lawyer from downtown.
As a
matter of fact, his daughter is married to Vince Marotta.
He was an
Irishman, Jim something-or-other.
He was extremely good.
Now what
else can I tell you?
What do you feel are the most valuable attributes that you absorbed
from your legal education?
~

I would say that the basic fundamentals of the law, from Brightman in
Contracts-- We had him one semester, before he passed away, and he
was a great teacher.
They gave us basic fundamentals, which even
though I can't pinpoint every single one, as I can with Walter Dunmore
and certainty in the law, yet gave us the basis and the principles on
which we could continue to expand our knowledge of the law and wed to
that the practicalities of the law.
That gave us a good foundation.
I found most of the time that every lawyer that came out of Western
Reserve Law School, as it was then known, was someone that you could
rely on to know what he was talking about.
Generally, you know, the
4

quality of the lawyer that came from Reserve was good.
And in
addition to that, while we didn't have courses on integrity, and we
didn't have courses on morals and ethics, nevertheless they all turned
out to be the kind of people who had some respect for the spoken word
and had respect for their own integrity.
Which is of course a far cry
from what exists unfortunately today.
And the same was true of judges
that went on the bench from Reserve.
I'm not putting down any judges
that came out of some of the other law schools, but those particularly
were I think more inclined to be capable.
So that's what we did get
out of the school, and that's why I always felt a warm attachment to
the school and tried in my own way to be supportive of the school.
Jim Carney and I, and there were some others, when the new school was
being built, we did what we could to help them, and I wasn't really as
well equipped to do it then--! was sending kids through school.
But
yet I'm sorry I didn't give them more for the school than I gave them.
You've been very generous.
Your spirit, your - participation, your
willingness to share your ideas--

Well, I've tried.
People say to me,
''What are you so busy about?
You should be winding down.''
I never want to wind down, I never want
to quit, and I can't.
I'm busier now than I've ever been.
These
papers that you see me surrounded by, these files, are not just props
or window-dressing that were put together for you.
And therefore I
can't go to every affair, and I don't.
The evenings are all taken.
Even though my wife has passed away, I find that there isn't a night
that I'm not either involved or could be involved.
And I go long
hours.
I've had twelve or thirteen of these interviews by now, and you're
right at the top with sharing these ideas.
It's really great.

I'll tell you one of the highlights of my life.
I have four children,
and I have two sons.
Both of them are lawyers.
One graduated from
the University of Michiga~ undergrad and Michigan law school, was also
assistant U.S. attorney and a law clerk for Bob Krupansky, who came
from Reserve Law School, and I thought he got a great experience with
Bob Krupansky.
But my second son graduated from Emory University, and
I said,
"What are yc,u gc,ing to do abc,ut--?" Because I knew he was
going to go to law school.
He's an extremely capable young man, now
just 29 years old.
He said that if he could live away from home, that
is not live in the house with me, he would go to Reserve.
So he did
that.
I worked out the arrangement, and he lived away from the house.
He graduated three or four years ago.
[In 1984, the 50th anniversary
of William Kraus's graduation.] Ernie Gellhorn, ~ho was the dean at
that time, said, "Why don't y,::,u hand him his dipl,:,ma?" Do YC•ll
remember that? So I snuck up, and I handed him his diploma.
I want you to know, it's my observation, as far as my son Keith is
concerned, that he got a great educatic,n.
And he's wel 1 grc,unded in
the fundamentals.
I'm just amazed myself as to how he performs.
They
both had what I consider good legal educations.
And I would say that
Keith's education legally is as good as the education Kenneth got at
the University of Michigan.
I just wanted you to know that.
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